warren | darick rodney” 1ssue 56
ELLIS ROBERTSON i

SUGGESTED FOR MATURE READERS

0
w
a
<
a
-
7
w
£
o

decomics.com




WARREN ELLIS
writes and
DARICK ROBERTSON &
RODNEY RAMOS draw

CLEM ROBINS, letterer NATHAN EYRING, color & separations GENE HA, cover ZACHARY RAU) ass't editor HEIDI MacDONALD, editor

TRANSMETROP
Comics Subscript
stz

ik of DC Comics. Th stones, characies and incdents fealurad n is pubic
icied submissions o [ess, sories or arwork
DCGorics. Advision of Warmner Bros.-An AO!
of + PAUL LEVITZ, Exacutive Vics Prosidant & Publsher «KAREN BERGER, VF
tor + ZACHARY RAU, Assistant Edtor + GEORG BREWER, VPDs
+RICHARD BRUNING, VP-Craative Diractor sPATRICK CALDON, Senior VP-
~DAN DIDIO, VP-Editor HRLICH, Senior VP-
*LILUAN LASERSON, VP i Counsol » JIM LEE, Diractor. o
+JOHN NEE, VP.8: CHERYL RUBIN, VP.Licensing & Merchandising * BOB WAYNE, VP_Salas & Marketing *










oip
You SEND HOLD ON...
THAT FILE JUST PREPPING IT
YET?

FOR LAUNCH.

P IMDAMN
SURE THEY
KNOW WHERE
WE AR

c By
NOW AN*«WA\ /\watz::» ABOUT.

6C
BETTER THINGS TO

)
WE KNOW,
WE KNOW..

ARE YOU ALL DKAY? WHO: )
THIS WITH You ?




CHANNON/
YELENA--GET QI SET
UP WITH OLIR COMPUTERS.
SHE'S BOING TO BE

WORKING HERE FOR
AWHILE.

INSIDE,
INSIDE .

COME ON/
PON'T FUCK WITH
ME, TVEGOTA | .

HEADACHE. / ot "™,

A CHANGE, You
GETTING THEM
INSTEAD
OF BIVING
THEM...




YOuR
ATTENTION,
PLEASE,

Found on
THE HOLE
moments ago




WHICH,
YOU KNOW, KIND
OF SUITED ME, TO
BE HONEST. I DION'T
WANT O RAISE
THE KIDS UNDER
THAT KIND OF
PRESSURE.

NO, HE
DIDN'T WANT ME
IN THE WHITE

House.

HE'S NEVER
HAD AFFAIRS,
EXACTLY.

BUT I
KNOW HE
SCREWS AROLIND.
ALWAYS

I MEAN, I Y PRESIDENTS SCREW AROUND. THE
KNOW IT BEST PRESIDENTS SCREWED AROUND.
AND [T DIDN'T MATTER. HELL, THEY

MATTER, WERE LOVED FOR [T,




TS NOT

IMPORTANT,

T8 A SILLY
THING.

ITSHOULDON'T
UPSET ME.

JUST STROLLING IN
ITH THE STINK OF 50M
..THING HE HAD PICKED
UP FOR HIM BY THAT

SCUMBAG SCHACT.




T o T I =
18 THAT 3 Voo, )
THE FILE T SENT? ®
WHERE THE HELL >

DID THAT COME
b ~ \
l sl’ -
ax

GET ME TO
A KEYBOARD. T
A FEEL THE POWER |

\ \ ol
\ N B8 ‘,,’”\M}
\ NN A ]

THE PARSIGHT | T I INTERVIEWED Y
COMMUNITY SENT ME MRS, CALLAHAN.
T0 CALIFORNIA LISING y B Tuse0 A LoTOF |
AN UNMONITORED

TELEPRESENCE

PROCESS, BACK

DURING THE

ELECTION.

il

)

THAT'S RIGHT,
I NEVER USED THIS,
DI




EXCELLENT
WE'RE SENDING
A FOLLOW-UP, WHILE
MY HEAD'S ON
STRAIGHT.

> USED THAT SEQUENCE Ve
2 THEN, I'D'VE SHAT ON WHAT\/
WAS LEFT OF HER LIFE. L

DONE THAT A
OT.

T DON'T

WANT TO 00

ITALL THE

AN AUDIO
RECORDING CONFIRMED AS
THE VOICE OF PISGRACED
TRANSIENT ACTIVIST FRED

CHRIST HAS BEEN
RELEASED TO
THE FEED. l

2P You FOLLOW
CALLAHAN'S CAREER
A5 A SENATORT

CAUGHT IN A
LOANS SCANDAL .
POLITICAL BOGEY-
MEN WERE GIVING HIM
MONEY AND BIFTS IN
RETURN FOR FAVORS IN
THE SENATE. NEVER
SOLIDLY PROVED,

THE VERY LEAST
OF THOSE GIFTS WAS
A KITTEN FOR ONE

OF HIS KIPS.

THE NIGHT
BEFORE HE BAVE A
SPEECH IN DEFENSE
OF Hi5 ETHICS AND

W\ AL AT 5417, HE

KILLED THE CAT.

CRACKED AS
HE EXPLAINED
THAT THE
OMLY GIFT HED.
RECEIVED WAS A
KITTEN FOR HIS
CHILD, WHO
HAD BEEN RUN
OVER BY SOME
BASTARD THE
El




THATS HIS SYSTEN. WHE/V HE'S IN
SERIOLS TROUBLE, HE KILLS SOME -
ONE WHOSE DEATH I8 TD HIS D/KECT
AND IMMEDIATE ADVANTAGE.

4\

AND IT POESN'T

MATTER WHO, 5O

LONG AS THEIR DEATH
WiLL PO THE JOB.

7

I SLPPLIED HIM
WITH 7A’AN§/£N7HDO/(EA’5
WHENE! E nas IN
C

EXCEPT
THE PRICK WAS STILL A
PIMP, WASN'T HE 7 BASTARD
WhS TAKING THE CREDIT
FOR THE GIRLS.

ROUTING THEM

THROUGH THAT 6%,

THE CONCIERGE AT

THE HOTEL AVALON,

Usep 10 BE
A PIMF.







OW WE

POING. TTING

ONE FEED CHANNEL
SHUT PDWN EVERY
THIRTY SECONDS,

AND THE
CORPORATE FEED-
SITES ARE GETTING

WEIRD.

1 THINK THEY'RE
BHUTTING POWN

PICK CAVETT

UNIVERSITY
STUPENT FEEPSITE...
LINK'3 LEADING ME

SOMEWHERE.

CHEEKY
BASTARDS.

THEY'VE
HACKED THE

YELENA! GET A
TELEVISION ON |




WHERES
DICK CAVETT
LUNIVERSITY?

WINTERHOLD--

JUST NORTH OF

THE RECLAMATION
ZONE.

BACK THE
FUCK
SO TE
@PCTEW

SEEMS THE NATIONAL GLARD
ARE STARTING TO RESTRICT MOVEMENT,

MATION

THE TROOPS ARE SPREADING
OUT FROM THE RECLA-

THEY WANTED 10 LOCK THE CAMPLIS LIP
FOR A FEW HOLIRS WHILE THEY
SECURED THE DISTRICT.

TV'S ON. WHAT'RE WE
LOOKING FOR?

ANYWAY.
WHEN THEY
TRIED TO SECURE
THE PERIMETER,

THE ETUDENTS
ouT o
MEET THEM.

SECURITY CAMS ON
FEED. CHECK

THIS OUT.







0, NO. THERE WILL BE

ORRY, B NO FURTHER OPEN

NO REASON BRIEFINGS TO THE
-4 k] PRESS TODAY,




~</MPROMPTU
PEACEFLIL PROTESTS
BY STUDENTSE AGAINST
GOVERNMENT TROOPS

9, o, POLICE STATE
L3 s sar
o)

THIS 15
ILLEGAL I You
CAN'T PEN US

IN HERE |

WE'RE
BEING ASKED
10 CEASE
BROADCAST
FROM CAVETT
CAMPUS FOR
SECURITY.

IN OTHER
NEWS: FOP SINGERS
TAKING VIRGINIZATION
TREATMENTS IN WHITE

HOLISE CULTURAL
N\ ACCORD.




SNITCH

AROUND. SEE IF

ANYONE ELSE HAS
ot |

NECROTIZING -
FASCITIS CHIC: 15
ITUNAMERICAN?

EBOLA COLA
REFRESHMENT
THAT DEVOURS.,

NEXT UP: 1S
MOTHER NATURE A
TERRORIST?

~GOVERNMENT TROOFS ARE
IN THE BUILDING, APPARENTLY
FOR OUR PROTECTION AGAINST
>DISSIPENT ACTIVITY,

WE ARE BEING
TOLD THAT THE
ZONE HAS BECOME
A HOTBED OF CIVIL

DISOBEDIENCE.
%c VETT

CLOSE O T

ZONE, HAS




HAVE

You STiLL
60T THE
LINK?

MR. JERUSALEM. CAN
THE AUTHORITIES TRACE
THE YOUNG LADY
LOCATION THROUGH THIS

BROAPCAST 7

WE RANDOMIZE
THE HOLE'S BROADCAST
PATH. THEY COULD, BUT
IT'D TAKE A
NG WHILE.

POLITICAL
FIGHTING 16 A
DISEASE. TVE HAD
A LONG PERIOD OF
REMISSION, BUT T
AM STILL QUITE

INFECTED,

i
15 THAT A
PROBLEM?,

ACTUALLY, T FIND MYSELF
HOPING THEY WILL

I'VE BEEN oUT
OF THE GAME MUCH TOO
LONG, MR. JERUSALEM.







IS
’ N

L A
POLICE BRUTALITY. AN
UNFAIRLY PROSECUTED
SECTOR OF SOCIETY.

CORRUPTION.

RESISTANCE.

THEY KN
WHERE T}
LIVE.

MEANS
oW
HEY
’ E







he purpose of this colum, so I've been told,

is to find a cleverly oblique way to introduce

you to my new Vertigo series and, if possible,
‘entice you to buy it. Fair enough, but I'm fresh out of
oblique, and my ready supplies of clever are low
enough that | really ought to save what's left for the
paying work. So I've decided to take the road less
traveled in this case and simply tell you a bit about
‘my new series and ask you to buy it. Here goes:

My new series s called Fables. It concerns the adven-
tures of the best-known characters from fable and
folklore living in exile in modern New York, on the run
from an unknown adversary whose armies have con-
quered and occupied their fabled homelands. It stars,
among others, such old favorites as Snow White, Rose
Red, Bigby Walf —you should be able to figure out who
he is — and Prince Charming, portrayed in ways you
won't find in kids' animated movies. Its an ongoing
series. I'm writing it and a rotating group of some of
the best artists in the business is drawing it including
Lan Medina (WONDER WOMAN SECRET FILES), Steve
Leialoha (THE SANDMAN PRESENTS: DEADBOY DETEC-
TIVES) and Mark Buckingham (Peter Parker, DEATH).

1 thin it a pretty good story, and | hope you'l con-
siter buying it

ON THE

ledge

Well, that was relatively painless, and since we've
got some space left, I'll entertain a few questions
from the readership.

Is it dangerous?

No, not really. Oh sure, if you're not careful you
could gt a nasty paper cut from the pages, but |

wouldn't go so far as to call it dangerous. Oh, you
meant the ideas in the story? No. We skipped the
danger to go straight to entertaining.

Then is it at least subversive?

| don't think so, except to the extent that we've taken
out the redquisite showtunes and put back the sex, vio-
lence, horror and human misery that were stripped
out of these tales way back when. We've also bucked
the latest trend in fable-based entertainment by
reducing the fart okes by as much as 35% in some
issues.

11 you're not even trying for dangerous or subversive,
then what is this series doing in the VERTIGO stable?
That's a good question, but we've unfortunately run
out of space, so you'll just have to find out for your-
self when Fables appears May 8th in your local

comic shop.
7)) B

Thanks too much.
J p
V' gill Willingham

FABLES #1 (VEW NOVTHLY SERES)

HELLBLAZER #174

Led by Snow Whit, a reformed Bigby Wof, and a slew of others, th secret
communityof Fabletown i adjusting toIfe among the “mundanes” in
contemporary Manhattan. Butthis is no faiy tal, and when Snow White's
estranged siser, Rose, goes missing — her apartmenta bloody crme Scene —
it upto Snow and M Woito ind the culrit. Created and written by Bill
Willngham. At by Lan Medina and Stev Leiaoha. Varant coves by amis Jean
{painted) and Al Malev.

HUMAN TARGET: FINAL CUT (HARDGOVER)

Ghiistopher Chance is hired to impersonate an aging film actor marked for death

by an extotionist whopreys upon the Hollywood giterat, What seems ke an
apen and shut caséresults n Chance's eing hired tofind a missing child actor,
and his cover leads him down a dangerous trail of decet, violence and obsession
s Chance sips furthr intohis cover identity,wilhe everfind a way back to his
true slf? Witten by Pete Millgan. At and covr b Javer Pulid.

THE NAMES OF MAGIC

PAPERBACK)

Reprinting the 5-issue miniseris, THE NAMES OF MAGIC finds Tim Hunter reunted

with e four mystcs o th rinal TE BOOKSOFMAGC minsers T
h otected

fro hedeuge of forces tying o cam is power fr themselves. Bfore e an

gain entry, he must findhis fruename, while an ancient scret ocifyties to rack

Him down. Written by Dy Horocks;ar b Richard Case;painted cover by

John Bolto:

100 BULLETS #36

The conclusion of “Ashes and Dust” The investigaton inio the death of Johin
Constantine comes o a grisly end as FBI Agent Frank Turro confronts the tragic
individual responsible, but not before people from Canstantines past converge on
the insane scene. By Azzarello & Frusin. Paited cover by im Bradstreet

HUNTER: THE AGE OF MAGIC #11
“The conclusion of the 4-part “The Evil Gene.” Dr. Fabien's deadly virus of love
is at farge in London, and Tim must stop it before the entir ciy is consumed. But
in doing 50, he must upset the balance of good and evil permanently. By Horcks,
Case & Bird. Painted cover by Jon Foster.

LUCIFER #26
Deathof the Endless has come to Lucifr'scosmos, o confron ot one, bt o
supposedly immortal beings. Her intentions are far from clear, but her acions
il prove bothterible and irevocable. By Carey, Gross & Kel. Painted cover by
Christopher Mol
MIDNIGHT, MASS. #2
VERTIGO's new horror, antasy,romance, mystery miniSeries continues. Fictire
4 lone farmhouse, under a moorless sky. Though the window a 1V is playing.
Two fgures are watching TV. One s human. One s not. Adam and Juia Kadmon
undergo thir most desperate adventure..one that wil change he way they vk
forever. By Rozum, Sz & Palmiott. Cover by Tomer Hanuka.

§.C.1.-SPY #4 (or 6)

Sebastian Slamhl\d learns the truth beﬂmd his mysterious w\gm whul ‘the Hunger

continues, as hshnzﬂy uncovers the truth about exactly why he's been wn a
‘scarted, broken man. By Azzarello & Risso. Painted cover by Johnson.

AMERICAN CENTURY #15

Hary Rt discovrs a warshousefll of stoen paintings,but the a oo i the

Keytoa pompaus French art deale’ plan to food the orld with near-pefect

frauds. Thanks o hard-boiled Hary, 1950' Paris il never be the same. By

Chain Tchnan. Aty Lo s i Stokes. Painted cover by Glen
ik,

Bugs really a
been namnnngfm eat thousandyears! By oenc, Gy & amot

TRANSMETROPOLITAN #56

arial law the Cty,
il fow nnfion the e bose, s a President savaged by Snlder
the lam. By Ellis, Robe

THE FILTII #1(0r 13)

lack 1832: Arrvederci, Roma" —  stand-alone issue. In Mussallms
Iialy‘ Go-6o's anarchist Mhel‘ Fiorella Fiasco, Angel

HWKS?BLES lnaded with febrile imagery iﬂd Byzanhn! plnl lests THE' FIUN Is a
But what is it

grandmothe,Pearie Gates. Thiow inthepin- sm: nam«spvmm anmwem and
it a Goden Age she-devilspectacularl Wit

about? That wwd be telling.... Written by GIM{MMI:M An byCMx Weston and
] 1o Segura.

and Jimmy Palmiotti. Cover by Giorello.

Gary Erstine.

100% #1 (oF 5)
THE CRUSADES #15 i 038, Ensconced
st ter, i rmulmluxm;!&] e e
questto crack
the case. sndmuwsemmnm By Seagle Jones & Randall. Paintedcover o P S
by Aron Wiesenfeld. - L )ndfnﬁ-m\rwve?s
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SCORING A BULL'S-EYE WITH
THE HUMAN TARGET

Groundbreaking Vertigo scribe
Peter Milligan (SKREEMER, SHADE
THE CHANGING MAN, ENIGMA, THE
EXTREMIST, and current fan favorite
X-FORCE) and European artist Javier
Pulido (HELLBLAZER, FLINCH, ROBIN:
YEAR ONE) have crafted HUMAN

, TARGET: FINAL CUT, a riveting,

;

3

b

3

multilayered graphic film noir novel
which brings readers into the
dangerous world of Christopher
Chance, master-of-disguise-for-hire.
We cornered the creative team to get
the skinny on what it’s all about.

SUBCULTURE: What were your first jobs
in comics?

MILLIGAN: If | can remember...it was
probably a little punk series for a British
music magazine called NME (New Music
Express). The story was called THE
ELECTRIC HOAX and was drawn by
Brendan McCarthy (actually it was his
creation). My first work besides that was
for 2000 AD.

PULIDO: | started my comics career in
Spain, doing some short stories and a
four-issue miniseries — MENTAT — for
Spanish editors, in 1996.

SUBCULTURE: How did this project come
about?

MILLIGAN: Axel Alonso, who had initially
commissioned me to write the first
series, asked me if | wanted to write
another. Because the first series had
been well received, and because | had
enjoyed writing it and felt that there was
more in Chris Chance's character that |
wanted to excavate, | agreed, and then
set about coming up with this story,
FINAL CUT.

PULIDO: Former Vertigo editor Tony
Bedard got in touch with me in late
2000 inviting me to work in the project. |
thought it was a great opportunity. | had
really liked the first HUMAN TARGET
miniseries and have great admiration

for Peter Milligan’s work, so | accepted
it.

SUBCULTURE: Which artists and writers
have influenced your work?

MILLIGAN: Because Brendan McCarthy
and Brett Ewins were the first people |
knew who were working in the industry,
it would have to be them.

PULIDO: A /ot of them. The list would be
too long... | try to be influenced by all of
the work | like, and there's a lot of good
stuff out there.

SUBCULTURE: What fascinates you
about the character of Christopher
Chance?

MILLIGAN: | think my take on him is
different from previous writers. What
fascinated me, and what | wanted to
explore in my first book and now FINAL
CUT, is the idea of this man who is a
master at impersonating other people
but who is less good at being a whole,
functioning individual himself. Whether
this is because he spends so much time
impersonating other people. ..or whether
he's good at impersonating other people
because of the fragile nature of his own
personality is a theme that runs through
the story...

PULIDO: In my opinion, and in the way
Peter Milligan writes him, he's basically
a person who takes his job too seriously,
and then it becomes his whole life. |
think it's a very real subject, very
representative of our society.
SUBCULTURE: If a film adaptation of
HUMAN TARGET were announced (take
note, Hollywood!), who do you see
playing Christopher Chance?
MILLIGAN: My choice would be George
Clooney. If he played his cards right.

PULIDO: Obviously, George Clooney.

SUBCULTURE: What's the best advice
you ever got (in or out of comics)?

MILLIGAN: My God, what a difficult
question! Let's see...| had an uncle who
once advised me never to trust a man
who wore brown shoes.

PULIDO: Life is more than work.

SUBCULTURE: How do you think of the
state of the comics industry at the
moment?

MILLIGAN: | don't exactly have my finger
on the pulse, but from here it seems to
be in a healthier state than it has been
for some time.

PULIDO: For me it is more than good.
There's a lot of great stuff for reading
and learning from! It looks like the
market is starting to open to genres
other than superheroes, and | have the
opportunity to work on great projects.

SUBCULTURE: If you had only one book,
movie and record while stranded on a
desert island, what would be your
choices?

MILLIGAN: Since this is one of those
questions that may incriminate me, I'm
sure you will understand if | do that
thing you Americans do with the Fifth
Amendment

PULIDO: GHOST WORLD x 3!

HUMAN TARGET: FINAL CUT, an original
96-page hardcover graphic novel, is in
stores this month.

SU

Welcome to SUBCULTURE, a fact-packed,
B semiregular supplement to our regular ON THE

CULTURE

LEDGE feature. Where LEDGE gives you up-to-the-minute listings on
VERTIGO monthly releases and a look at a spotlight project in the creator's
own words, SUBCULTURE takes you even further hehind the scenes on
current projects, gives exclusive tidbits on new ones, and so on. It's
enough to spin your head — which i, after all, the finest VERTIGO
tradition there is




